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Absent from the screen for a year 
and a half, Jude Law’s back with 
All the King’s Men | BY EARL DITTMAN 


Clive Owen plays an expectant 
mother’s guardian in the upcoming 
cautionary tale Children of Men. 
Here, he talks about his life prior to 
becoming an actor and why he never 
had a Plan B | BY EARL DITTMAN 
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As the Toronto International 

Film Festival kicks off, directors 
Zacharias Kunuk and Norman Cohn, 
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Ben Affleck directs his first film; 
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Christopher and Dana Reeve 
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Hamilton’s Kathleen Robertson makes 
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It’s been a bit of a challenge for 
Josh Hartnett as he’s tried to make 
the jump from matinee idol to 
serious actor. But that may change 
this month with The Black Dahlia. 
The drama casts the 28-year-old as 
a 1940s L.A. cop, and all the 
evidence suggests he’s ready for the 
challenge | BY BOB STRAUSS 
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Change of pace 


f you're wondering about that weird 
sound, kind of like a slow release of 
air, you heard the last time you passed 
a theatre, fear not, it’s perfectly normal. 

That was just the deep exhale that 
happens every September as the last of 
/ the summer blockbusters head out the 


| door. Hurry and you might be able to 
catch the backside of an exhausted 
swashbuckler, talking car or do-gooding 


=-| superhero as he exits the cinema to 
make room for well-developed characters, 
message movies and period pieces. 

The Black Dahlia, starring Josh Hartnett, is one of the latter. The 
opening night film at the prestigious Venice Film Festival, it’s based on 
a book by crime writer James Ellroy, the author behind the excellent 
noir thriller L.A. Confidential. Hartnett’s film dips into that same world 
— the L.A. police force of about 50 years ago — but with an even 
darker focus. Instead of dirty cops, this time it’s the true investigation 
(with major liberties) into the gruesome murder of a young starlet. 
In “The Case for Josh Hartnett,” page 20, the actor explains why he’d 
never live in L.A. 

On page 24 you'll find “Law, Politics and the Price of Power,” in 
which Jude Law talks about returning to the source material for 
All the King’s Men, a thought-provoking period piece about the 
gradual corruption of a Louisiana politician. 

Yet another book-to-movie adaptation, this film has a lot to live 


a 
JOHNNY DEPP, KEIRA KNIGHTLEY, BEN AFFLECK AND HILARY SWANK 


up to. A previous cinematic version of Robert Penn Warren’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel won the Best Picture Oscar in 1949. If the 
remake — which co-stars Academy fave Sean Penn — does the same, 
it would be the first time the same story has won Best Picture twice. 
Seems kind of early to be thinking about that, but truth 15, after this 
movie was bumped from last fall’s schedule, Sony purposely held off 
releasing it until now so that it would be top-of-mind come Oscar time. 

Then we look forward afew months to Children of Men, the Clive Owen 
message movie that will be out in December. While this one’s definitely 


a thriller, the action is driven by a potent cautionary premise: Just a 
couple of decades from now humans are no longer physically able 
to procreate, probably the result of some environmental evil we 
absentmindedly unleashed. But then a woman gets pregnant and 
Owen’s character has to get her to safety, and, oh, save mankind. 
Read “The Delivery Man,” page 26, for Owen’s take on the film. 

And it’s no coincidence that most of the world’s 
major film festivals take place right about now, 
including a bunch in Canada. On page 32 we 
talk to the filmmakers behind three movies that 
are screening at the Toronto International Film 
Festival — screenwriter Douglas Coupland, actor 
Sook-Yin Lee and co-directors Zacharias Kunuk and 
Norman Cohn — plus, we point you toward 10 more 
film festivals taking place across Canada over the 


next few weeks. —MARNI WEISZ 


az @ CCAB 
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Can you get more Hollywood than this? An 
Oscar-winning actor with a bottle of water and 
a script in one arm, and a dog in the other? But 
someone should tell Hilary Swank that her 
pooch is never going to fit in that Chanel bag. 
PHOTO BY SPLASH/KEYSTONE 


Keira Knightley gets ready to film a scene 
on the London set of Atonement. The period 
drama tracks the fallout after her character’s 
boyfriend goes to jail because of a lie told by 
her little sister. It should be out next summer. 
PHOTO BY BIG PICTURES/KEYSTONE 


At an L.A. newsstand, Marcia Cross picks 
up a copy of the Hello! Magazine that featured 
pictures of her wedding. But that look on her 
face isn’t one of frustration. She reportedly 
sold the pictures to Hello! 

PHOTO BY SPLASH-KEYSTONE 


Check out the trio in the background, 
particularly the woman on the right. Johnny Depp 
actually looks the least concerned as a 
determined teen fan prepares to make contact 
outside The Late Show with David Letterman. 
PHOTO BY PETER KRAMER/AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 


Shazam! Ben Affleck uses his superpowers 
to help direct his first film, Gone, Baby, Gone. 
Based on a story by Mystic River author 
Dennis Lehane, this one dredges similar 
territory with a four-year-old girl going 
missing in a tough part of Boston. 
PHOTO BY SHANE CONWAY/SPLASH-KEYSTONE 
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lthough he died almost two years 

ago, quadriplegic actor/director 
Christopher Reeve earns his final 
credit this month as one of the three 
directors of the animated kids flick 
Fveryone’s Hero. According to reports 
he was well into production of the 
movie, which focuses on a boy 
searching for Babe Ruth’s stolen 
baseball bat, when he died suddenly 
on October 10, 2004, while ina 
coma after suffering cardiac arrest. 

In another sad twist of fate, Reeve’s 
wife, Dana Reeve, who died of lung 
cancer this past March, can be heard 
voicing the character of Emily. 

And if you think such posthumous 
appearances are a little disconcerting, 
then prepare yourself for the yet-to-be- 
released kids TV movie The Magic 7, 
which started production in 1990 
and includes the voice talents of 
John Candy, who died in 1994, and 
Madeline Kahn, who passed away in 
1999. The animated movie about two 
kids and a dragon taking on evil entities 
was Slated to air on Earth Day in 1997 
but was shelved, and is only now being 


Rosario Dawson’s face lift 


few years ago the release of 

the hyperrealistic animated 
movie Final Fantasy had people 
wondering how long it would be 
until actors became obsolete, 
replaced by reasonable animated 
facsimiles that required neither 
catering nor $20-million 
paycheques. 

But that movie was a bomb, in 
large part because people found it 
creepy to hear the voices of Alec 
Baldwin and Donald Sutherland 
coming out of photo-real bodies 
that looked nothing like them, 
and the fears quickly went away. 

Yet in the ensuing years, 
animated versions of well-known 


actors have increasingly crept into 
the mainstream — whether it’s 
Hugh Jackman voicing Wolverine 
in an X-Men videogame, 
Tom Hanks wearing a suit of 
sensors to bodymap a character 
in the animated Po/ar Express or 
Keanu Reeves and Winona Ryder 
filming A Scanner Darkly like an 
ordinary movie, then having their 
likenesses animated over with a 
process called rotoscoping. 

Instead of sitting passively by, 
actors are taking control of their 
animated versions. Their faces, 
after all, are valuable properties 
when properly licensed. 

Now actor Rosario Dawson 


(Clerks II, Sin City) has not only 
allowed her likeness to be used in 
the new comic book series 
Occult Crimes Taskforce, she is 
also one of the book’s co-creators, 
contributing to the plot. At the 
recent Comic-Con convention in 
San Diego she took part ina 
press conference to promote the 
book, saying that she liked the 


famous 10 |! september 2006 


prepared for its small-screen debut 
sometime later this year. —IR 


idea, in part, because it has “the 
potential to be a multimedia-type 
project, not just comic books,” 
and went on to say she’s hopeful 
there will be a movie. 

After all, if you’re an actor and 
you don’t take control of your 
animated self, who will? The 
South Park guys, that’s who. 

—MW 
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Whitestrips 
A lot of things can give away your age, especially your smile. Having whiter, brighter teeth renewa | 
is a great way to look younger and fight a sign of aging. Try Crest Whitestrips Renewal. It wey tae ana 


can remove up to 20 years of stains from your smile in just 10 days* Satisfaction guaranteed. 
That way, when people wonder about your age, you can keep them guessing. 


Crest ‘Healthy Looking, Beautiful Smiles for Life. 
*Average 10-day improvement. **Call 1-800-395-8428 within 60 days of purchase with UPC and receipt. Limit one refund per person. keepthemaquessing.ca 


Kathleen 
Robertson: 


living and starring in Hollywoodland 


ure, in some circles Kathleen 
Gees is still only recognized 

for playing Steve’s punky girlfriend, 
Clare, on Beverly Hills 90210. 

“It totally depends on where | am and 
the group of people,” the Hamilton, Ontario, 
native says on the phone from her home 
in the Hollywood Hills. It’s a hot morning, 
her two dogs are napping in the sun and 
she can see the “Hollywood” sign from 
where she sits. 

“If l’m in certain groups of people 
that’s all they would know. If I’m at 
Sundance they would have no idea, they 
would never have watched It,” continues 
the 33-year-old, who’s now married to an 
American film producer. 


And Robertson has been to Sundance a 
lot. Seven times is her best guess. 

Since leaving 90210 in 1997, 
independent films — like Nowhere 
and Splendor, directed by ex-boyfriend 
Gregg Araki — have been her bread-and- 
butter, “even though | only make 10 cents 
on them,” she says. 

But this month she has a pivotal role in 
the real-life mystery Hollywoodland, 
about the life and suspicious death of 
George Reeves, who was TV’s Superman 
in the 1950s. Ben Affleck stars as Reeves, 
who died at age 45 from an apparently self- 
inflicted gunshot wound. Robertson plays 
Reeves’ neighbour, Carol Van Ronkel. 

“The night he died there were three 
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people in his house with him, and she was 
one of the people,” explains Robertson. 

As the story goes, Reeves was annoyed 
that Van Ronkel and her boyfriend (she 
was Cheating on her screenwriter husband) 
showed up late at night to party with his 
fiancée, so he went up to bed. A few 
minutes later they heard a gunshot 
and ran upstairs to find him dead. 

But there has always been doubt 
about the story. 

“For one thing, it was deemed a 
Suicide and it was never investigated any 
further, but in doing research they found 
things like, underneath the area rug In his 
bedroom, where he was found dead, there 
were three bullet holes in the hardwood 
floor,” says Robertson. “Usually you don’t 
try three times in the ground before 
you kill yourself.” 

The film was shot in L.A. and Southern 
Ontario, which gave Robertson the chance 
to visit with family, all of whom still live in 
Hamilton. Robertson’s, the furniture store 
that her parents owned and operated in 
nearby Ancaster, closed down when they 
retired a few years ago. “I think It’s a 
men’s clothing store now,” she says. 

Robertson also spent some time in 
Montreal recently, shooting the first eight 
episodes of 7he Business, a series currently 
running on the Independent Film Channel 
in the States. She plays a wannabe movie 
producer who gets her first big break when 
a porn distributor trying to go legit brings 
her on board for credibility. 

“It’s sort of the tone of Arrested 
Development or The Office,” explains 
Robertson. “It’s very improvisational.” 

And then she’s off to do what people 
do on hot days in the shadow of the 
“Hollywood” sign — “1 have to read a 
couple of scripts.” —MARNI WEISZ 
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“| wasn’t so sure about 
whitening. But I’d heard 
good things from friends 
about Crest Whitestrips, 
that it was safe for my teeth 
and it really worked. And 

it does! | mean, it was so 
easy to use, and | just look 
and feel so much better... 
maybe even a little younger. 
And you know what? It’s let 
me be more honest with my 
laughter — even my kids 
notice. | guess | didn’t realize 
how much difference It 
would make, having my 
bright smile back.” 


“It's let me be more 
honest with my 


Frances, age 36 

Toronto, ON laughter— even 
Event planner, mother ἢ - ᾽} 
of two, loves to laugh MY kids notice 
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now in theatres 


| BY INGRID RANDOJA 


SEPTEMBER 1 


IDIOCRACY 
Luke Wilson, Maya Rudolph 
Mike Judge (Office Space) 

In Judge’s long-awaited 
follow-up to Office Space, a regular-guy 
soldier (Wilson) and a prostitute (Rudolph) 
are mistakenly frozen for 1,000 years when 
a secret military experiment goes haywire. 
When they awake they discover Americans 
have become so stupid that the two of them 
are the smartest people alive. The film’s 
release was delayed by more than a year, 
reportedly because some corporations didn’t 
like how they were portrayed in the film. 


THE WICKER MAN 
Nicolas Cage, Ellen Burstyn 
Neil LaBute 
(The Shape of Things) 

This remake of the 1973 
thriller stars Cage as a sheriff who travels to 
a small island to help a woman locate her 
missing daughter. But it won’t be easy 
since the island is populated by creepy 
neo-pagans, led by the sinister Sister 
Summersisle (Burstyn). 


SEPTEMBER 8 


HOLLYWOODLAND 

Adrien Brody, Ben Affleck 

Allen Coulter (debut) 
On June 16, 1959, actor 

George Reeves, who played Superman in 
the 1950s TV series, shot and killed CRANK 
himself. But was it suicide? That’s the 
focus of this whodunit that stars Brody as a 
P.l. investigating Reeves’ (Affleck) death, 
rumoured to be a murder orchestrated by a 
Hollywood exec whose wife was having an 


He’s got one expression — p-o’d — and that’s all Statham will need in this 
high-octane action pic about a hitman who Is infected with a poison that will kill him 
unless he keeps his adrenaline pumping. He’s got 24 hours to save himself and his 


BUA ME Tees a lea lal ney girlfriend (Smart). © HITS THEATRES SEPTEMBER 1 
Robertson plays Reeves’ neighbour. See 


Kathleen Robertson interview, page 12. 


SEPTEMBER 15 Dana Reeve, who voices the character 
THE COVENANT Emily, passed away. 
Steven Strait, Toby Hemingway EVERYONE’S HERO 
Renny Harlin (Mindhunters) Jake T. Austin, Rob Reiner THE LAST KISS 
Four teenage guys discover Colin Brady, Zach Braff, Jacinda Barrett 

they’ve inherited special powers that have Dan St. Pierre and Christopher Reeve Tony Goldwyn 
been passed down from father-to-son for This heart-warming (Someone Like You...) 
more than 400 years. They are forbidden to animated flick about a boy who sets out to Michael (Braff) and Jenna 
use these powers, but do anyway, and four return Babe Ruth’s stolen baseball bat (Barrett) seem like the perfect couple, 
years later they must stop the evil they’ve has been plagued with misfortune. First, except for the fact Michael is going through 
unleashed on the world. co-director Reeve died, and then his wife, an existential crisis that manifests p> 
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the | big! picture | 


» > itself in his attraction to another 
woman (Rachel Bilson). With Crowe, Pitt 
and Cruise seeming more and more like 
your mom’s idea of a sex symbol, Braff has 
quietly emerged as the doe-eyed heartthrob 
for a younger generation of women. 


THE BLACK DAHLIA 

WHO'S INT? Josh Hartnett, Scarlett Johansson 
WHO DIRECTED? Brian De Palma (Femme Fatale) 
WHATS 1 ABOUT? When a B-list actress is 
found brutally murdered, it’s up to two L.A. 
detectives (Hartnett and Aaron Eckhart) to 
track down her murderer. But like an old- 
fashioned Hollywood thriller, the case 
takes Its fair share of twists and turns, 
which involve not only crooked cops, but 
the detectives’ girlfriends (Johansson 

and Hilary Swank). See Josh Hartnett 
interview, page 20. 


EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 

WHO'S \\ ΠῚ Dax Shepard, Dane Cook 

WHO DIRECTED? Greg Coolidge (debut) 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Two rival Super Club 
employees (Cook, Shepard) battle for the 
title of Employee of the Month in the hopes 
of impressing the gorgeous new cashier 
(Jessica Simpson). 


SEPTEMBER 17 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 

WWE UNFORGIVEN 

Check www.cineplex.com for a list of theatres 
where you can watch it live, and to buy 
tickets. See Mickie James interview, page 30. 


SEPTEMBER 22 


JACKASS: NUMBER TWO 

WHO'S IN 17? Johnny Knoxville, Steve-0 

WHO DIRECTED? Jeff Tremaine 

(Jackass: The Movie) 

WHAT'S IT ABOUT? If you can’t get enough of 
guys attaching electrodes to their nipples or 
catapulting themselves into walls, then 
you’re ready for this Jackass sequel that 
once again focuses on a bunch of guys 
engaging in shockingly stupid fun and 
games to test their pain threshold. 


ALL THE KING’S MEN 

WHO'S \N 17? Sean Penn, Jude Law 

WHO DIRECTED? Steven Zaillian (A Civil Action) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Louisiana politician 

Willie Stark (Penn) is a man of the people, 


= 
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4 


Σ | 

but Stark seems to forget that when he 
becomes Governor. Law plays a journalist 
who starts off covering the politician, but 


eventually comes to work for him instead. 
See Jude Law interview, page 24. 


FEARLESS 

WHO'S INIT? Jet Li, Betty Sun 

WHO DIRECTED? Ronny Yu (Freddy vs. Jason) 
WHATS (Y ABOUT? LI plays real-life martial arts 
warrior Huo Yuanjia, who, in 1910, took on 
fighters from Russia, France, Britain and 
Japan to defend China’s national pride. 


SEPTEMBER 29 


OPEN SEASON 

VO!CES: Martin Lawrence, Ashton Kutcher 
WHO DIRECTED? Roger Allers, Jill Culton 

and Anthony Stacchi 

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Boog (Lawrence) is a 
domesticated grizzly bear who lives with 
Park Ranger Beth (Debra Messing). His 
cozy life is turned upside down when 
misguided mule deer Elliot (Kutcher) 
“frees” Boog from his captivity, which leads 
to them being stranded in the forest just 
before the start of hunting season. Now It’s 
up to Boog to lead the woodland creatures 
into battle against gun-totin’ humans. 


FLYBOYS 

WHO'S INT? James Franco, Jean Reno 

WHO DIRECTED? Tony Bill (Untamed Heart) 
WHATS \Y ABOUT? A group of young American 


The Rock, Xzibit 
Phil Joanou (Entropy) 


men head to France at the outbreak of 
World War One and join the French military 
to become pilots. 


SCHOOL FOR SCOUNDRELS 

WHO'S {N 17? Jon Heder, Jacinda Barrett 

WHO DIRECTED? Todd Philips (Starsky & Hutch) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? A meek meter reader 
(Heder) enrolls in a confidence-building 
class in the hopes he can attract the 
attention of a beautiful girl (Barrett). 


THE GUARDIAN 

WHO'S IN 17? Kevin Costner, Ashton Kutcher 
WHO DIRECTED? Andrew Davis (The Fugitive) 
WHAT'S IT ABOUT? After losing his crew to the 
sea, Coast Guard Rescue Swimmer 

Ben Randall (Costner) accepts a job 
training aspiring Rescue Swimmers, 
including the cocky Jake Fischer 
(Kutcher). It co-stars Sela “I'll scream if | 
have to play another understanding wife” 
Ward as, well, you know. 


Some films play only in major markets. All release dates subject to change. 
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Next time, use the strongest Old Spice clear gel on the planet. 


New Red Zone Clear Gel. --- : 
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The case for 


A dismembered body. 

A complicated investigation. 
A good role. 

talks about playing an 

L.A. cop in the gritty mystery 


BY BOB STRAUSS 


hen an actor who’s groomed for 
W conventional movie stardom 

turns his back on his own hype 
for projects he considers artistically 
worthy — well, we like to see that. 

But fans of good movies rarely under- 
stand the career risks that such a move 
involves. ‘Take the case of Josh Hartnett. 
A few years ago, the model-handsome 
Minnesotan was the talk of Tinseltown. 
He had the second male lead in the sure- 
to-be-blockbuster Pearl Harbor, headlined 
the slick romantic comedy 40 Days and 
40 Nights and played cop buddy to 
Harrison Ford in Hollywood Homicide. 

Okay, none of those movies proved to be 
as popular as hoped. But Hartnett, now 28, 
was uncomfortable with the prospect of 
being a standard leading-man even then. 

“1 was never into chasing the brass ring; 
that just sounds too stressful,” he says in 
his deep, resonant voice during a phone 
call from his home in New York. “I never 
lived in L.A. — I’ve been out there to 
shoot, but I’ve never actually lived there. 
I figure that if you can prove yourself as 
an actor and directors want to work with 
you, you're more likely to stick around 
without having to constantly be working.” 

While there is some logic in that 
approach, pulling it off can be easier said 
than done. Since becoming more choosy, 
Hartnett has starred in two interesting 
but indifferently received thrillers, 
Wicker Park and Lucky Number Slevin, 
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ΤΟ JOSH HARTNETT 


and had a small but flavourful role in 
Robert Rodriguez’s arty Szn City. 

Now there’s The Black Dahlia, a film that 
has all the makings of being Hartnett’s 
big, serious movie break: revered director 
(Brian De Palma), acclaimed source 
novel (by James Ellroy), impressive cast 
(Scarlett Johansson, Hilary Swank), and 
the opening night spot at the prestigious 
Venice Film Festival. 

And it almost didn’t happen. 

“It’s a beautiful book and the script has 
been around for a while,” Hartnett says of 
crime novelist Ellroy’s fictional account of 
post-war L.A.’s most shocking unsolved 
crime. “Actually, David Fincher [Se7en] 
hired me to be in the film, then he went 
off to do other things. So it was sitting 
there, and then Brian came on and we 
got this incredible cast to surround us. It 
was a dream experience.” 

Dreamy in a nightmarish sense. The 
actual Dahlia case involved a failed 
actress, Elizabeth Short (played here by 
Canadian Mia Kirshner), whose severed- 
in-half, blood-drained torso was found in 
a vacant lot. Hartnett plays boxer-turned- 
detective Dwight Bleichert, who works 
the case with fellow LAPD member 
Lee Blanchard (Aaron Eckhart). 


“Like all James Ellroy novels, it deals with 
the politics within the police force,” says 
Hartnett. “L.A. Confidential dealt with that, 
and its relationship to Hollywood. This 
deals more with its relationship to a murder 
case that remains unsolved to this day.” 

The live women in the piece are played 
by two-time Oscar winner Swank and 
Johansson, Hartnett’s real-life girlfriend. 
Although, in the movie, Johansson’s 
character lives with Detective Blanchard. 

And no, Hartnett says it was not on the 
set of this grisly movie that he first met his 
current squeeze. “I actually knew all 
those actors beforehand,” is about all 
he'll say about his relationship with 
Johansson. “I’m not trying to be coy, but I 
don't really talk about my personal life.” 

He will admit that he likes to have a 
good time, though, even if your chances 
of catching him at a Hollywood party are 
less than zero. “Enjoying life is what life is 
all about,” Hartnett says. “Work is the 
essential, you have to be proud of what 
you do in order to feel really satisfied. But 
when you're not working, why not?” 

Hartnett’s idea of fun? 

“ τὴ kind of a music fanatic, I like 
going to shows,” he says. “I love art of all 
kinds, so I like going to museums. I love 
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travelling, but when I have time off, lately, 
I’ve been spending as much of it as I can 
at home. I’ve been refurbishing my place, 
which is actually kind of fun.” 

And, of course, it’s also fun to make 
movies that matter to him. Unfortunately, 
that’s a struggle for even the biggest 
Hollywood stars, let alone young actors. 

Hartnett is currently working on a film 
that could have both mainstream and 
indie cred, Resurrecting the Champ. Based 
on a true story, he plays a reporter who 
thinks he’s found a missing boxing 
legend (Samuel L. Jackson). 

Stull awaiting release, however, is a 
movie very close to Hartnett’s heart, the 
acclaimed romantic drama Mozart and the 
Whale, which co-stars Radha Mitchell 
and, so far, has only been seen on the 
film festival circuit. “It was a script based 
on the lives of two people who are living 
with Asperger’s syndrome and their 
tumultuous relationship,” Hartnett says of 
the indie romance. “It’s similar to a high- 
functioning form of autism. It’s a beautiful 
story and I hope it gets released correctly. 

“Sometimes,” he says, wise to the game 
but undeterred, “that doesn’t happen.” @ 


Bob Strauss 15 an L.A.-based freelance writer. 
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INtervieW | JUDE LAW 


LAW. 


POLITICS 


AND THE PRICE OF 


All the King’s Men star 
Jude Law talks about playing a 
reluctant muckraker in the 
famous story of greed and 
Corruption | BY EARL DITTMAN 


a congested sidewalk that cuts 

through Manhattan’s Times Square, 
Jude Law almost blends in with the 
tourists and native New Yorkers rushing 
past theatre after theatre. Ifit weren't for 
the curious double takes, followed by 
lightning-fast camera flashes from photo- 
ready cellphones, you wouldn’t have a 
clue that this affable Brit in black pants 
and a worn leather jacket is a movie Star. 

Unfortunately, Law is as well-known 
these days for his on-again, off-again 
relationship with fellow actor Sienna 
Miller, whom he met on the set of 2004’s 
Alfie. Much of the off-again part, of 
course, a result of the affair he had with 
the nanny for his three young kids — 
Rafferty, Iris and Rudy — while shooting 
All the King’s Menin Louisiana more than 
a year ago. 

Although it was originally slated to 
come out last December, All the King’s Men 
is Just now hitting theatres after enjoying 
its world premiere at the Toronto 
International Film Festival. Production 
problems — including bad weather on 
the Louisiana set long before Katrina — 
delayed the release, and rather than put 
the film out in January or February, the 
studio decided to wait until later in 
the year to increase its chances come 
Oscar season. Whether Law — who plays 
a reporter-turned-aide in the political 
period piece — has a chance at one of 
those nominations remains to be seen. 


Β΄. navigating his way through 


He’s earned two already, for The Talented 
Mr. Ripley and Cold Mountain. 

“The Talented Mr. Ripleyand Cold Mountain 
were supposed to be my ‘Big Breaks,’ 
whatever that was supposed to mean,” 
says Law, now back at the Manhattan 
hotel he’s temporarily calling home. “Sure, 
they got me Oscar nominations and 
raised my profile a bit, but I’m still the 
same person I was before I did them.... 

“What the hell is ἃ ‘star,’ exactly? Is that 
somebody who makes a lot of cash? I 
already make enough money to support 
myself, and I make sure my family is 
always comfortable. I’m an actor. That’s 
all I’ve wanted to be and that informs the 
jobs that I do, the roles that I take and the 
people that I want to work with. As far as 
I’m concerned, all the other stuff is 
inconsequential.” 
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If there was fame and fortune ahead 


for Jude Law, 2004 was the year it was 
destined to come to fruition. By New Year’s 
Eve 2004, moviegoers had six chances in 
as many months to catch Law on screen 
— I Heart Huckabees, Sky Captain and the 
World of Tomorrow, Alfie, Closer, The Aviator 
and Lemony Snicket's A Series of Unfortunate 
Events. Not to mention all the talk shows 
and magazine covers to promote them. 

But All the King’s Men is the actor’s first 
film out in the year and a half since. 

The movie is directed by Steve Zaillian 
(Searching for Bobby Fisher) who also wrote 
the screenplay based on the Pulitzer Prize- 
winning novel by Robert Penn Warren. 
That book was inspired by the real-life 
case of Louisiana Governor Huey Long, a 
grassroots, populist politician who became 
increasingly corrupt as he rose through 
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the ranks of the government. Renamed 
Willie Stark in the Warren novel (and 
played by Sean Penn in this film), the 
Governor forms a relationship with 
reporter Jack Burden (Law) who follows 
his career in the early days and eventually 
comes to work for him, using the skills 
he developed as a journalist to dig up 
dirt on Stark’s opponents. Kate Winslet 
plays the daughter of another politician 
and Burden’s first love, while Anthony 
Hopkins is the judge who tries to take 
Stark down. 

The book, of course, was made into a 
movie once before. The 1949 version 
was both ἃ box-office and critical 
success, scoring three Academy Awards 
— Best Picture, Best Actor (Broderick 
Crawford) and Best Supporting Actress 
(Mercedes McCambridge). 

“There were really two distinct reasons 
I had to do the film,” Law explained just 
as he was starting production on the film. 


“More than anything, I wanted to work 
with Sean Penn. He’s an incredible actor, 
probably the best in our business. Sean and 
I were always trying to come up with a proj- 
ect together. Even though I had a couple 
of other offers, I just didn’t want to miss 
the chance to do this film with Sean.... 

“Secondly, Steve Zaillian is such an 
amazing artist. Steve is not only a talented 
writer but he’s a really visionary director.... 
The first movie fundamentally changed 
the basis of the Robert Penn Warren 
book. Steve Zaillian has kept the premise, 
the politics, the characters, but the story 
is much truer to the book.” 

Law says that returning to the source 
material gives his character less moral 
ambiguity than in the first movie. He says 
his character really believes in the justice 
and political systems. “Unknowingly, 
though, he helps turn Boss Stark into this 
corrupt, political cutthroat. It’s supposed 
to be fictional, but with the research we 


did about Huey Long, it’s more real than 
anyone could imagine. It’s absolutely 
shocking the way men can be corrupted. 
I thought showbiz was bad,” Law says. 

With All the King’s Men having wrapped 
more than a year ago, Law has since filmed 
Breaking and Entering, a drama about a 
young architect in moral flux, which 
should be out next month, and The Holiday, 
a romance with Cameron Diaz, which 
will be released in December. And he’s 
currently shooting My Blueberry Nights, 
singer Nora Jones’ big-screen debut. So 
prepare for another flurry of Jude Law. 

“It is nice being wanted,” he says with a 
hearty laugh. “It’s been a long journey, at 
least. But there is an up and there is a 
down. When there is an up you keep 
working as intensely [as possible] over a 
long, long period of time.” @ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based 
entertainment writer. 


From left: Jude Law, 
Kate Winslet and Mark Ruffalo 
in All the King’s Men 


Interview | CLIVE OWEN 


Clive Owen has one task in the upcoming Children of Ven. Get the 
world’s only pregnant woman to Safety | BY EARL DITTMAN 


live Owen still blushes when he’s 
ῦ--. to as ἃ movie star or a 

sex symbol, but the 41-year-old 
Englishman from the Coventry Midlands 
prefers those labels to the ones he could 
have ended up with if acting hadn’t 
worked out. 

“I could still have people calling me 
‘butler,’ “clean-up man’ or just ‘hey, you,’” 
jokes the broad-shouldered, six-foot-two 
actor as he picks at his breakfast in a 
New York hotel suite. “I spent a lot of 
my years as a starving actor cleaning 
flats in London. Let me tell you, I paid 
my dues. Being a maid wasn’t such a 
lovely job, but I was never alone. All 
these bored, rich housewives would 
make it their task to sit on the couch, 
read newspapers and stare at me while I 
was doing the dusting.” 

These days, Owen’s cleaning up in 
other ways. 

After years of training at England’s 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA) 
and the Young Vic Theatre Company 
(where he met Sarah-Jane Fenton, his 
wife of 10 years and mother of their 
daughters, seven-year-old Eve and nine- 
year-old Hannah), Owen began landing 
sizable parts in English TV series and 
indie pictures. It would take one of those 


films, 1998's Croujuer, becoming a hit across 
the pond, coupled with a series of BMW 
commercials directed by Guy Ritchie, 
John Frankenheimer and Ang Lee, to 
put Owen on the map in Hollywood. 
Now with an Oscar nomination for 
Closer, Owen has his pick of projects. “I’m 
a very lucky boy,” he says, gazing at 
Central Park from his hotel window. 

As he awaits word on the Sin City 
sequel, Owen is busy playing Sir Walter 
Raleigh opposite Cate Blanchett’s 
Elizabeth I in The Golden Age, filmmaker 
Shekhar Kapur’s unofficial sequel to 
Elizabeth, and he recently shot the 
action flick Shoot E’m Up in Toronto. 

But first out will be the cautionary 
thriller Children of Men, scheduled for 
release this coming December. 

From the novel by P.D. James and with 
a screenplay penned by its director 
Alfonso Cuaron (Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban, Y Tu Mama También), 
Children of Men transports Owen, 
Julianne Moore and Michael Caine to a 
time when humans can no longer 
procreate. The ensuing despair (after all, 
mankind has only 50 or so years left) has 
plunged their society into anarchy. But 
when — surprise, surprise — one woman 
does get pregnant, the leader of an 
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underground rebel movement (Moore) 
forces her old friend Theo (Owen), a 
former activist who now works for the 
government, to help get the mother-to- 
be through the checkpoints that stand in 
the way of her reaching a safe haven. 


The novel is quite disturbing, is the film 
faithful to that tone? 

“T think it could be definitely as disturbing. 
It has taken the central theme, it’s 
definitely the same story, but the actual 
elements of the book have been changed 
quite a lot. Alfonso has taken the premise, 
it’s still set 30 years in the future, the 
conceit is still the same, that no one has 
had a baby anywhere for eighteen years, 
and our reluctant hero is linked up with 
the only pregnant girl on the planet.” 


What are some of the changes? 

“What Alfonso has really done is an 
incredibly fascinating and unusual 
exploration of where things could be 
going.... I think people are assuming it’s 
a sci-fi movie, and it’s almost the opposite 
of that. It’s like now, the world we 
inhabit.... It’s not futuristic, it’s like 
things have not ended up that great, and 
we are in a world where there are no 
children, which is a pretty bleak place.” 


“I just wanted to work with Alfonso, 
period. He’s an incredible filmmaker. 
I’d wait to make anything with him. In 
fact, we were actually going to do Children 
of Mena few years ago, but you know how 
things can go in the moviemaking world. 
You never know if it’s going to get made 
until you actually see it on the screen, 
and then you still worry if an audience 
will get to see it or it'll go straight to DVD 
[laughs]. Things just didn’t line up, so 
Alfonso went offand made a Harry Potter 
movie that became a big hit, and I was in 
a couple of movies that made money, so 
Children of Men started to look attractive 
to the guys with the cheque books.” 


“Toronto is a brilliant city, not just to 
make a movie, but to hang out in, as well. 
There’s an incredibly good vibe there 
where everyone is welcome. Even if they 
don’t know that you're famous, they treat 
you really good. And if they know you are 
making a movie there, they are really hap- 
py and accommodating about it. A lot of 


1 ῇ x Ὲ ὶ = ) cities aren’t like that. I think New Yorkers, 
think people a 4 Tee ee a Ν God bless them, hate when movies are 
assuming it’s rs | sci-fi — made here, because it just makes the traf- 
: “ay : — fic and the sidewalk congestion worse. If 
movie, and it S almost they aren’t in the movie, then they don’t 
Ξ ἢ Ἂ» care. It’s kind of like that in London, but 
the opposite of that, =. that’s home, so I can’t rag on them too 
- much. Toronto is a blast, though.” 
says Owen. “It’s like a ᾿ 
now, the world we 

inhabit.... It’s not “They come to the set, and they’re just 


sort of beginning to piece together 


futuristic, it’s like what it is, because other kids and their 
things have not ended oe ana ee 
up that great, and we 

are in a world where 

there are no children, 

which is a pretty 

bleak place” 
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»» they can’t watch. They can’t even 
watch King Arthur because it’s pretty 
violent. They’re still young.” 


“I think what Robert Rodriguez is defi- 
nitely intending to do is two more movies, 
a prequel and a sequel. There is nothing 
set in concrete yet as regards who is in it 
and when we’re filming them. But I’ve 
been given a rough idea of when to leave 
some time open to do either Sin City.” 


“I know, it’s weird that’s all he had seen me 
in. He said he had heard of Croupier and 
even King Arthur, but he never watched 
them. And I wasn’t going to do those com- 
mercials, can you believe that? I would 
have never made it to Szn City or Derailed.” 


“Very exciting. In terms of my professional 
life, it was the most exciting, thrilling and 
brilliant moment of my life. It even ranks 
up there with moments in my personal 
life. After getting married and having 
children, it’s the most mind-blowing 
experience I’ve ever had.” 


“I did school plays and liked it.” 


“Twelve or 13.” 


“Twenty-one years.” 


“Oh, no [laughs]. But there’s something 
very refreshing about my history starting 
with Croupier in America. I like that. I’ve 
done a huge amount of TV work and 
theatre work back in London and 
stuff, but there’s something refreshing 
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about it still feeling fresh here.” 


“The big break was getting into RADA. I 
come from a working class family in a 
Midland town. You’re not going to crack 
into the acting business unless you place 
somewhere else, and after signing on 
and being unemployed for two years, I 
applied to RADA and got in.” 


“There was never a Plan B, it had to 
happen for me because that was all I ever 
wanted to do. I remember way back in 
my school they used to say, “You need to 
have another career, you need to do 
something else.’ And I was always like, 
‘That’s what ’'m going to do.’ Some- 
times, having a backup career — there is 
something about when you have got to 
do it, you have got to do it.” @ 


Earl Dittman 15 a Houston-based 
entertainment writer. 


INntervieW | MICKIE JAMES 


Mickie James, the WWE’s 
Women’s Champion, steps into 
the ring at Unforgiven in Toronto 


3-inches tall — short enough to be 

asked to sit in the front row of a 
group photo — but that doesn’t change 
the fact that Mickie James is the reigning 
WWE Women’s Champion. 

James defeated Trish Stratus at WWE’s 
marquee event, WrestleMania 22, this 
past spring to take the title and add fuel 
to an already smoldering rivalry between 
the two wrestling divas. 

“During the year I was portrayed as the 
bad character while everyone loves Trish,” 
says James during a visit to Famous 
headquarters to talk up this month’s 
Unforgiven, taking place September 17th 
at Toronto’s Air Canada Centre. 

“[Trish] is the ultimate baby face,” 


S: stands a less-than-imposing 5-feet, 


re 


continues James. “She’s been with the 
company for so long and she is an amazing 
athlete, and I have nothing but good things 
to say about her. But it was amazing to feel 
the crowd at WrestleMania, there were 
definitely people who didn’t like me, but 
there sure were a lot of fans who wanted 
to see me win, so that was kinda cool.” 

Hmm, maybe people didn’t want James 
to win because her year-long schoolgirl 
crush on Stratus had escalated into 
psycho-stalking. But this is the WWE after 
all, and disturbed wrestlers with lesbian 
tendencies sell tickets. 

“Some people really love it, some 
people are completely offended by it,” 
says James of her Sapphic character. “My 
character is so off-the-wall, it’s fun to play. 


| BY INGRID RANDOJA 
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Trish Stratus (left) 
meet Mickie James 


I can do a lot of different things and it’s 
acceptable because it’s my character.” 

Outside of the ring James comes across 
as level-headed and pragmatic. The 26- 
year-old grew up on a horse farm outside 
of Richmond, Virginia, watching wrestling 
on TV. By age 18 she had decided she 
wanted to be a wrestler, and in 1999 began 
her career aS a manager on a small 
wrestling circuit in Virginia. 

“I was training while I was managing,” 
remembers James. “But I wouldn’t be in 
the ring as much, and the more I watched 
other people train the more I was 
thinking, ‘I wanna be in there, I don’t 
wanna be out here. I could do this, I 
could totally do this.’” 

Her hard work paid off in 2003 when 
WWE signed her to a developmental 
contract, meaning she would train with 
them in the hopes of one day making it to 
the ring. She made her WWE debut in 
2005, and has transformed herself into 
a popular “heel” (wrestling-speak for 
villain). But the wrestling world, and its 
fans, are fickle, and James realizes her 
time as champ may be short-lived. 

“It’s a very competitive business and 
you have to try and stay on top of your 
game, she says. “Once you get the ball 
you have to take it and run as far with 
it as you can. And if you don’t prepare 
yourself...it’s harder for those people. 
Like right now, I’m going to school for 
business administration while I’m on 
the road. I’m doing college courses — 
it’s killing me — but it’s worth it because 
I know I want to start a business if this 
ride ends.” @ 


If you can’t make it to the Air Canada 
Centre you can catch Unforgiven through 
a live satellite feed at Cineplex theatres 
across the country. See www.cineplex.com 
for times and locations. 


PHOTOS © WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 


LOOK WHO’S 


www.photolab.ca/famous 


PICTURE YOURSELF ON THE BIG SCREEN 


FILM PRIZE PACKS why 


yr You COULD WIN 1 OF 8 FUJI 


PICTURE ON THE BIG SCREEN! 
FILM Digital Camera 


«Ἐπ 


THAT INCLUDE 9 YOUR 


ex Entertainment movie passes ° FUJI 


. $1,500 in Cinepl 


For complete contest details Fuji 
photolab.ca/famous oh FUJ Ι Fl LM 


Go to WWW. 


film festivals | TORONTO 


Douglas Coupland, Sook-Yin Lee, Zacharias Kunuk and 
Norman Cohn discuss having their films screened 
at the Toronto International Film Festival 


BOUND 


he 31st Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF to the in-crowd) takes over 
| oo T.O. from September 7 to 16 (www.bell.ca/filmfest). Still rivaled 

only by Cannes on the world stage, TIFF features a mix of thinkier Hollywood 
pieces, international indies and, of course, lots of Canadian fare. But how much does 
it really help the films that it screens, and who are these films for, anyway? 

Famous spoke with the filmmakers behind three movies that will screen at TIFF 
— co-directors Zacharias Kunuk and Norman Cohn, actor Sook-Yin Lee, and 
screenwriter Douglas Coupland — for their perspectives. And don’t worry if you 
can’t make the festival, all three movies should hit theatres within the next few 


months, albeit in limited release. | BY INGRID RANDOJA AND MARNI WEISZ 


Screenwriter Douglas Coupland 
for Everything's Gone Green 
The Vancouver-based novelist who 
coined the term “Generation X” with his 
1991 book of the same name writes his very 
first screenplay, a Canadian comedy called 
Everything’s Gone Green. 

The film stars Brampton, Ontario’s 
Paulo Costanzo (best known for playing 
Matt LeBlanc’s nephew Michael on TV’s 
Joey) as Ryan, a 29-year-old writer for a 
lottery magazine. Tired of writing about 
all the winners, and surrounded by people 
doing ethically questionable things (his 
parents grow pot, his brother is involved in 
shady real estate deals), Ryan reluctantly 
agrees to participate in a money-laundering 
scheme organized by the sleazy boyfriend 
of a girl he likes. 


Have you been to TIFF before? 

CoupLanb: “In 2005 some filmmakers did a 
documentary on some books | did, and | 
narrated it: Souvenir of Canada.” 


Was it what you expected? 

Coup.anpb: “| had no preconceptions of what 
to expect, but boy, you sure can squish an 
awful lot of expensively dressed people into 
the tiniest spaces. And they’re all just the 
tiniest bit...angry.” 


What was the strangest thing that 

happened to you at TIFF? 

Couptanp: “| found $200 on the sidewalk. It 
was better than sharing an elevator with 
Sharon Stone.” 


Do you feel TIFF helped your film? 

Couptanp: ‘“|’m certain it did, though I’d be 
hard-pressed to say exactly how. Business 
stuff. | don’t think TIFF is about the people 
who appear on the actual celluloid of a movie. 
TIFF is about how hot dogs get made.” 


In general, how helpful do you 
feel film festivals are? 
CoupLanpb: “It seems to be the most 
efficient way for the most number of 
people to see the most number of new 
films. As yet there’s no mathematical 
model that works better.” 

continued on page 34 => 
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Directors Zacharias Kunuk and 
Norman Cohn for /he Journals 
of Knud Rasmussen 
Inuit director Zacharias Kunuk’s first feature 
film, Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner, won Best 
Canadian Feature Film at TIFF when it screened 
there in 2001. Now Kunuk’s second film, 
The Journals of Knud Rasmussen, which he 
co-directed with Norman Cohn, has earned the 
coveted spot of the festival’s Opening Night Gala. 
The film is based on the real diary belonging 
to Danish ethnographer Knud Rasmussen, who 
visited Igloolik in the 1920s, where he met 
Aua, the last great Inuit shaman. 


Have you been to TIFF before? 
Κυνυκ: “Yes, in 2001 with Fast Runner.” 


Was it what you expected? 

Kunuk: “After being at Cannes, | was sort of 
expecting something like that, but it was 
more Canadian [laughs].” 


What was the strangest thing that 

happened to you at TIFF? 

Conn: “Our Canadian premiere of Fast Runner 
was set for September 11, [2001]. It was a 
pretty intense and unforgettable day. The 
festival cancelled our gala, and ours was the 
only gala that didn’t go ahead as planned. 
We had scheduled an after-premiere party 
at a restaurant and we spent a lot of time 
figuring out if we should go ahead with it. 
We actually decided we should go ahead, 
and people should get together and be 
together. It was obviously a very different 
party than if those events didn’t happen.” 


Do you feel TIFF helped your film? 

Conn: “| would love to say that 

TIFF played a part in it, but realistically 

| don’t think it had much impact. | think 
the film built its reputation by the prize 
[Golden Camera] at Cannes and at other 
festivals. At TIFF we began marketing the 
film, but it was not as a result of that 
screening, but the screenings that had 
taken place before.” 


In general, how helpful do you feel 

film festivals are? 

Kunuk: “Personally, it’s all about 
distribution and marketing. Being a 
filmmaker, you just go to these receptions 
and do a lot of talking.” 


Do you enjoy the rush of TIFF? 

Kunuk: “Well, after Cannes | travelled all 
over the place talking, talking, and you get 
used to it, and there you’re talking about 
the same thing.” 


What do you hope to get out of TIFF? 
Coun: “One of my expectations, knowing 
who the opening night audience is — 
Canada’s rich, powerful and privileged, 
the movers and shakers of the film industry 
— having them sit there for two hours and 
walk out saying to themselves, ‘I never 
knew,’ | think that’s number one. | think 
that two-hour screening will have a huge 
impact on that audience, and that 
audience has a huge impact on what 
happens in this country every day.” 
continued on page 34 => 


Actor Sook-Yin Lee for Shortbus 
First known to Canadians as the lead singer 
for the band Bob’s Your Uncle, then as a 
MuchMusic VJ, and most recently as the host 
of CBC Radio’s Definitely Not the Opera, 
Vancouver-born Sook-Yin Lee has done her 
share of acting as well. But many were 
shocked to find out sweet, quirky Sook-Yin 
would appear in director John Cameron 
Mitchell’s explicit sexual exploration 
Shortbus. The CBC even tried to dissuade her 
from doing it. 

Using real sex (the kind where 
prophylactics are a must), the film revolves 
around a New York social club called Shortbus 
where sex of every sort is openly practiced 
and celebrated. Lee plays a sex therapist on 
a quest to achieve her first orgasm. 


Have you been to TIFF before? 

Lee: “Yes, once when | was in a movie, and 
for the last two years when | wrote and 
directed films that screened in the TIFF 
shorts program. Oh yes, and one time | snuck 
into a fancy film party by hiding inside a 
recycling bin. It works. We call it the 
Trojan Recycling Bin. All you have to do is 
get a friend to dress up in a uniform and 
wear a headset. He pushes you inside the 
bin and you roll down the red carpet.” 


Was it what you expected? 

Lee: “It was a lot of fun, especially for the 
last two years when | was hanging out with 
my filmmaker friends. For a recluse like 
me, | surprised myself by discovering my 
strong constitution for partying.” 
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What was the strangest thing that 

happened to you at TIFF? 

Lee: “An intense conversation over dinner 
with maverick American moviemaker 
Brian De Palma. He was giving me pointers 
on how to pitch my movie to studio execs. 
He kept shouting, ‘Dammit Sook-Yin, look 
me in the eye! And talk like you mean it!” 


Do you feel TIFF helped your film? 

Lee: “Well, now | try my best to look people 
in the eye when I’m nervous, and more 
importantly, | spent the last year honing 
my screenplay, Year of the Carnivore, and 
now it’s ready to pitch! So any studio execs 
or wealthy patrons out there interested in 
investing in an awesome movie, call me, 
and |’ll look you in the eye!” 


Do you enjoy the rush of TIFF? 

Lee: “It’s especially great when you have a 
movie screening at TIFF because that 
entitles you to a performer or director’s 
pass, which gets you into all the movies 
for free!” 


In general, how helpful do you feel 

film festivals are? 

Lee: “Film festivals are terrific because a lot 
of movie lovers go out to see flicks. There’s 

an excitement and appreciation for them.” 


Tell us about this film. 

Lee: “ Shortbus explores the lives of several 

emotionally challenged characters as they 

navigate the comic and tragic intersections 
continued on page 34 => 
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DOUGLAS COUPLAND 


> P Do you enjoy the rush of TIFF? 
Couptanp: “| can’t stand people. |’d 
rather be at home.” 


What do you hope to get out of TIFF? 
CoupLanb: “My sanity returned to me Intact.” 


Tell me about this film. 

Couptanp: “It’s about being a certain age 
and suddenly realizing that all the doors 
that used to be wide open to you are 
Slamming tight very quickly.” 


Nearly every character is involved in some 
scam. Why did you feel it was time to 
explore the concept of corruption? 
CoupLanp: “It’s not corruption. It’s 
amorality. Everyone likes to flatter 
themselves that they’re not corrupt, but 
being amoral isn’t too different. Remove 
those rose-coloured lenses.” 


Who was this film made for? 

CoupLanp: “If we knew, then it wouldn’t 
be genuinely new and interesting. Any 
movie — or book — made for a ‘target 
audience’ is defacto flawed...kind of 
cynical and probably empty. | think it’s 
the biggest issue in film today.” 


Was Paulo Costanzo similar to who you’d 
envisioned when you wrote the script? Did 
you have a Say in casting? 

Couptanb: “| had no say in casting. For 
God’s sake, I’m the writer. But Paulo did 
a wonderful job.” 


How was the experience of writing for the 
screen different from writing for the page? 
Coup.anb: “Most people aren’t visual 
thinkers. It’s a scientific fact. But | am, 
50 it makes scriptwriting faster/easier/ 
funner for me than other people. Possibly.” 


Why haven’t any of your books been made 
into movies? 

CoupLanb: “Books don’t have to be made 
into movies. To think they do presupposes 
books are somehow lower down the food 
chain, and | don’t think that to be true.” 


What’s your advice for someone coming to 
TIFF for the first time? 

Couptanb: “Rent your hotel room 11 
months in advance and remember, 
anybody who’s really in movies Is asleep 
by 10 p.m.” @ 
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ZACHARIAS KUNUK 
AND NORMAN COHN 


> P Tell us about this film. 

Coun: “About 80 years ago, 4,000 years 
of Inuit oral history was ruptured by the 
introduction of Christianity, which is what 
our film is about. To find out what really 
happened back then you have to go to the 
sources, people like Knud Rasmussen, 
who was one of the only people who 
witnessed it and wrote it down.” 

Kunuk: “We wanted to touch upon that 
breaking-point when everybody started 
to turn to Christianity, how their 
personalities changed, and how they 
Started looking forward to dying, when 
Inuit were happy about living.” 


So the words spoken by the Inuit characters 
are quotes from Rasmussen’s journals? 
Coun: “Yes. We see ourselves fulfilling 
Aua’s own intention of putting his 
knowledge into the safekeeping of 

Knud Rasmussen for 85 years until the 
Inuit were capable of recovery. Some of 
his descendents are in the film and most 
of the cast or crew are related to someone 
in the film. Zacharias’s great grandfather 
and great grandmother are in the film.” 


Was this film easier, or more difficult, 

to make than Fast Runner? 

Kunuk: “| think the approach was the 
Same, but we had more money and more 
investors this time. With Fast Runner 
there was a small crew and mainly we 
were the bosses and everything was a lot 
faster. But now with the amount of 
money and the amount of crew it was 
different. The production managers are 
talking to you all the time and every 
time the camera starts rolling someone 
is yelling ‘Stop Walking’ and stuff like 
that. It was too much. Next time | doa 
film | don’t want unit managers, It’s 
distracting.” 


Who was this film made for? 

Coun: “What’s important to us is when an 
audience like the TIFF audience or an 
art-house audience see the film they do 
so with the sense that the film is 
actually made for people who are in it.” 


What’s your advice for someone coming to 
TIFF for the first time? 

Κυνυκ: “| don’t know, I’m from so far up 
north | feel like I’m in the same boat as 
a newcomer.” @ 
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SOOK-YIN LEE 


> P between love and relationships in 
and around a modern-day polysexual 
underground salon.” 


How tough was it to shoot your sex scenes? 
Lee: “It was the anxious fretting about the 
sex scenes BEFORE we did them that did 
my head in. But when it came time to 
shoot them, it was a lot easier than | 
expected because there was a closed set 
and | was working with a sensitive team of 
people who are also my friends.” 


People talk about the sex being challenging 
to film, but how about just the acting? 

Lee: “1 made a decision to throw myself 
into the role with everything | had. To 
avoid becoming self-conscious | never 
looked at the monitor or at the dailies.... 
| wanted to portray Sofia warts and all. It 
worked well during the making of the 
movie, but the first time | saw Shortbus 
projected on a jumbo screen at the 
Cannes Film Festival | was mortified! 

| guess that’s when vanity crept in!” 


Why do you think most people have such 
difficulty with openly talking about sex? 
Lee: “|’m afraid of being vulnerable, at 
the core, | suppose there is a fear of 
annihilation. Sex is an incredibly intimate 
physical and social interaction that 
involves an invasion of personal space.” 


Has the film changed your idea of sex? 
Lee: “Yes, | am making room for myself 
to get to know my desires and needs.” 


Who was this film made for? 

Lee: “Open-minded, open-hearted people. 
Anyone grappling with their own sexuality. 
That pretty much includes everyone!” 


What do you hope to get out of TIFF? 

Lee: “Personally, I’m looking forward to 
being with my extended family again, my 
pals from the movie. We’re putting on a 
Shortbus party where the cast members 
who are also musicians are performing 
songs, including John Cameron Mitchell!” 


What’s your advice for someone coming to 
TIFF for the first time? 

Lee: “Wear something comfortable. And if 
you're doing a day of press outside under 
the sun, wear a strong sunscreen or you’l| 
end up like me, with a Star Trek tan.” ΕἸ 
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CANADIAN FILM FESTIVALS 


While the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) remains Canada’s biggest and 
best-known film festival, dozens of others take place across the country this month, 
catering to our nation’s movie-obsessed population. 


DES FILMS 
DU MONDE 


24 aout - 4 septembre 2006 


Montreal World Film 
Festival 
(August 24-September 4) 
One year younger than TIFF — 
it celebrates its 30th anniversary 
this year — this festival has 
survived despite less than 
ideal circumstances. Let’s see, 
its dates sometimes overlap 
with TIFF, creating ill-will 
between the two fests, it was 
dropped as an “A”-rated film 
festival by the Federation of 
International Film Producers 
Associations in 2003 and 
last year a rival film festival, 
Festival International du Film 
de Montreal, was created to woo 
the city’s film patrons away (it 
folded after only a single year). 
The World Film Festival 
is known for it’s laid-back 
atmosphere and focus on 
international offerings, 
screening films from more than 
70 countries each year. 
However, many Montrealers 
will tell you that October’s 


Festival du Nouveau Cinéma 
(October 18-28) is their film 
festival of choice. Celebrating 
its 35th birthday, this festival 
succeeds due in large part to 
its late autumn date, which 
allows it to screen some of the 
more commercial (read 
Hollywood) films shown at 
Cannes and TIFF. For instance, 
two Cannes stand-outs, the 
Palme d’Or winner The Wind that 
Shakes the Barley and director 
Pedro Almodovar’s Volver, are 
both set to unspool this year. 
=> www.ffm-montreal.org 

=> WWW.nouveaucinema.ca 


RebelFest International 
Film Festival 

(September 6-10), Toronto, ON 
The antithesis of TIFF, 
Toronto’s Rebelfest screens 
indie movies made without 
government funds or money 
from film institutes or film 
centres. This is where you see 
movies financed by guerrilla 
filmmakers entirely with credit 
cards (or by someone with 
rich parents). 

=> www.rebelfest.com 


Bay Street Film Festival 
(September 15-17), Thunder Bay, ON 
Spend a weekend in 

Thunder Bay and enjoy some 
80 films screened at the 
historic Finnish Labour Temple. 
Last year’s inaugural event 
entertained 3,000 northern 
film fans and played host 

to 25 visiting filmmakers, 
Speakers and musicians. 

=> www.shebafilms.com/ 
baystreetfilmfestival 


Atlantic Film Festival 
(September 14-23), Halifax, NS 
Halifax plays hosts to the 26th 
incarnation of the Atlantic Film 
Festival, which focuses on films 
from the region and a wide slate 
of international fare. Fans of 
Down Under cinema will enjoy 
the “Focus on Australia & New 
Zealand” program, while queer- 
positive viewers can check out 
the “That’s So Gay” program. 
=> www.atlanticfilm.com 


Cinefest Sudbury 
(September 16-24), Sudbury, ON 
After surviving the big city 
rush of Montreal and Toronto, 
industry types head north to 
Sudbury to enjoy the great 
outdoors and a festival offering 
approximately 100 films and 
attracting some 28,000 
viewers. => www.cinefest.com 


Ottawa International 
Animation Festival 
(September 20-24), Ottawa, ON 
One of the world’s most 
respected animation festivals, 
Ottawa showcases features, 
Shorts, internet spots, music 
videos and experimental works, 
plus a recruiting session linking 
studios with animators for hire. 
=> ottawa.awn.com 
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Antimatter Underground 
Film Festival 

(September 22-30), Victoria, B.C. 
In the heart of one of Canada’s 
Sleepiest cities you'll find this 
in-your-face festival that, 
according to Its manifesto, “is 
dedicated to film and video as 
art. It is anti-Hollywood and 
anti-censorship.” 
www.antimatter.ws 


Calgary International 
Film Festival 

(September 22-October 1), 
Calgary, AB 

Heading into its seventh year, 
the Calgary festival is looking 
to grow the industry side of 

its event while continuing to 
spotlight films from Canada and 
— Surprise, Surprise — Alberta. 
=> www.calgaryfilm.com 


SPOTLIGHT: VANCOUVER 
Vancouver International 
Film Festival 

(September 28-October 13) 

VIFF celebrates its 25th 
anniversary this year with more 
than 300 films slated to screen 
in programs such as “Dragons 
and Tigers: The Cinema of East 
Asia” and its annual “Spotlight 
on France.” Last year’s edition 
was the most successful yet, 
pulling in a record $978,000 in 
box-office sales. And it’s the 
only Canadian film festival to 
honour the contribution of 
women specifically, with the 
Women In Film And Video 
Vancouver Artistic Merit Award, 
handed out to a B.C. woman 
filmmaker. => www.viff.org 


ITS ALL ABOUT PRIORITIES. 
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how to be movie-star chic this festival Season | BY LIZA HERZ y 


see or be seen, here’s 


τ 
Α film fe stival is more than the movie Publicist: Glorified movie-star babysitter, fetching 
stars who briefly touch down to sprinkle their cold drinks with bendy-straws, cellphone 
Kate Bosworth at : ᾿ ᾿ 
9004’s Toronto stardust on our towns (Kate Bosworth seen in permanently clamped to side of head. Pricey tote bag 
International Club Monaco! Bad boy actors drinking in strip (maxed out her credit card to get it) bulging with 
amass), bars!) It’s also the deal-makers, the studio press notes, bottles of water, Tylenol. Dressed in 


execs, the producers and directors that make either all black (Toronto or NYC crew) or colour 
the industry hum. (L.A. girls), but always open-toed shoes with an 
If you're standing in a festival movie lineup immaculate pedicure. 

this month, particularly in Toronto, Vancouver 

or Montreal, watch for them. Often the most L.A. Executive: Superskinny due to strict regimen of 

casually dressed are the most powerful, and raw food, Pilates and Adderall (ADD medication 

the lowest peons are the ones self&importantly ὀ sed. as diet pall). Would rather go shopping at local 

barking into their phones. Just look for the Gucci store for fall bags (already sold out back 

laminated ID tags around their necks (a sign home) than watch movies in some dark theatre. 

that they’re on the job, not just attending a Dresses like actor (see above) but in size six. 2 

movie) and spot the following fashion types: European Producer: Carnes logo-free bag, luke the g 

Actor: Star or up-and-coming, the fashion code is YSL Muse or woven Bottega Veneta leather tote. = 

strict. Nighttime means red-carpet dressing, chosen Wears well-made shoes, either very dowdy or slutty 5 

by stylists: fabulous but predictable. During the day, with vertigo-inducing heels, and always has one — ὅ 

casual reigns with the obligatory mind-bogglingly standout prece of jewellery that says, “I'may beina - 

expensive bag (see Chloe Paddington, below), city nght now but 1 bought this when scouting Ξ 
locations in Kazakhstan.” a 


size zero Habitual jeans and flip-flops or flats. 
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© Cover Girl Whipped Shadow 
in gold ($6, drugstores) goes 

on effortlessly to add a subtle 
gleam to eyelids or cheekbones. 


® Audrey Hepburn wore them 
on screen and now Oliver 
Goldsmith Sunglasses like the 
Amy, seen here ($375, Josephson 
Opticians), have been relaunched 
to confer their glamour on you. 
Plus, their logo-free, subtle, 
nailhead detail is only 
recognized by the cognoscenti. 


© Even if you’ve been up late 
making deals for your newest 
project, Biotherm Light Catch 
Moisturizing Illuminating 
Concealer ($20, Sears), 
magically erases under-eye 
shadows so you look well-rested. 


© It weighs more than three 
pounds (the padlock alone 

is eight ounces), but the 

Chloe Paddington is carried by 
actors so tiny they look like 
they could barely lift a >> 
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Always Fresh” brings a light, clean scent to the Always” family 


you know and love. Beautiful. 


Havea 


93d 900ZO 


things | 


> P can of Red Bull. This fall’s 
tote bag-sized version, the 
North/South ($2,125, Holt 
Renfrew), still has butter-soft 
leather, rock-chick hardware 
and that damn lock to make It 
the coolest collectable bag. 


© Napoleon Perdis Auto Pilot 


Dream Cream ($110, The Bay) 
keeps actors and mere mortals 
looking dewy with antioxidants 
and light-diffusing particles. 
Australian actor Melissa George 
(Alias, Derailed) told Famous 
she uses it before every event, 
“It’s my favourite product.” 


(Ὁ If you can’t go shopping at 


L.A.’s star-infested Kitson 
Boutique, you can at least wear 
the shoes. Faryl Robin Flats 
($140, www.farylrobin.com for 
retailers) are comfy, stylish and 
coveted by pretty young things, 
because you can’t wear flip-flops 
all the time. 


© Globetrotting types always wear 


One quirky item to personalize 
all that immaculate, imported 
designer gear. This Turkmeni 
Silver Bracelet (Toronto’s Courage 
My Love, pieces range from $180 
to $300) with carnelians is gutsy 
and Idiosyncratic. 


© Be your most mysterious, 
voluptuous self by wearing the 
new incense-spiked Chanel 
Allure Sensuelle (Eau de Parfum 
Spray 100 ml, $122, fine 
fragrance counters) to your 
next nighttime event. 


O Who has time to wax during 


a festival? Nair Pretty Soft 
Peach Hair Removal Cream 
($7, drugstores) removes 
unwanted hair but is gentle to 
skin. And the effects last for 
days longer than shaving. Just 
shower and go. 


© mDSkincare’s Alpha Beta Daily 
Face Peel ($110, Sephora.com) 
iS an easy-to-use, gentle 
at-home peel that gives doctor’s 
office results (minimizing lines, 
reducing pore size) without the 
hefty price tag. 
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A GODDESS IN WOLF’S CLOTHING 


Paint your way to safety In the third-person action title, Okam/ | BY SCOTT GARDNER 


Okami literally brings a breath of 
fresh air into a gaming landscape 
cluttered with car racing, football 
and murder simulators. That’s 
because you play as Ameratsu, 
a Shinto sun goddess who 
has taken the form of a white 
wolf and leaves a stream of 
blossoming foliage in her wake. 
One of PS2’s most 
anticipated titles, and possibly 
one of the last great ones before 


Splinter Cell Double Agent 


TOM CLANCY’S SPLINTER 
CELL DOUBLE AGENT 
Although this is the fourth Sp/inter Cel/ 
game in four years, Ubisoft’s latest entry in 
the third-person stealth-action series has 
managed to reinvent itself yet again. 

This time black-ops soldier-spy Sam Fisher 
— still voiced by Canadian tough-guy actor 
Michael Ironside — Is trying take down a 
homegrown terrorist group from the inside. In 
some situations he’ll have his usual array of 
high-tech killing gizmos, but in many others 
it'll just be Sam, his wits and his bare hands. 


developers focus on the next- 
generation PS3, Okami features 
a unique and highly stylized 
graphic style that mimics 
ancient Japanese “sumi-e” 

(or “ink and wash”) paintings, 
with thick black lines, pastel 
colours and parchment-like 
textures. Pong it is not. 

The look is actually crucial 
to gameplay because, in the 
game, the world has been 
devastated by an evil entity that 


LOCOROCO PsP 
It may employ the latest innovations in 
programming, but with its bright colours and 
gentle, all-ages storyline, this quirky puzzle 
and platform game Is a throwback to a more 
innocent epoch, and that’s just fine by us. 
Your task: use gravity to control lovable, 
smiley-faced blobs of goo called LocoRoco. 
The gameplay is just like those old-fashioned 
handheld toys where you roll tiny silver 
balls through a maze. But this time you 
use the PSP’s shoulder buttons to tilt and 
bounce the earth and roll your blobby pals 
safely past obstacles and enemies. It may 
sound simple, but expect to get very 
addicted very fast. 


silly aa 


Based on Quentin Tarantino’s 1992 cult fave, 
the game will feature a lot more than just 
angry men talking — it aims to flesh out 
events that the film only mentions in passing. 
Gameplay is a mix of driving and 
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has sucked away all light and 
beauty. Ameratsu must help a 
village of human survivors, with 
each deed adding a bit more 
colour back to the ravaged 
landscape. Good deeds also 
increase the villagers’ love and 
respect for the sun deity, which, 
in turn, increases her power. 
Like typical third-person 
action games, there will be a 
mix of platforming and fighting, 
with Ameratsu using both her 


lupine abilities and a variety of 
magical weapons to survive 
monsters and situations 
inspired by Japanese 
mythology. 

But there’s a lot more to it 
than just combat. Your key 
resource for both puzzles and 
battles is the remarkable 
Celestial Brush feature. At any 
time you can “flatten” the 
screen into a piece of 
parchment, use the brush to 
paint stuff on the page, then 
watch what you’ve drawn 
interact with the world. 

You can create a spiritual 
sword slash with a straight line, 
conjure up powerful winds with 
a loop, blind an opponent with 
squiggles, bridge rivers, and 
generally bring the landscape 
back to life, making this the 
rare videogame where the pen 
is mightier than the sword...or 
chainsaw, or battle-axe, or frag 
grenade, or AK-47, or rocket 
launcher, or pulse rifle, or 
Howitzer, or hovertank, or... 


shooting, and you can play as either a 
“psycho,” who blasts everything in sight, 
or a cool “professional” who uses 
intimidation and hostage-taking to get his 
way. The game also features the full 

movie soundtrack — those super sounds 

of the ’7Os — and the voice of actor 
Michael Madsen as the psychotic 

Mr. Blonde, once again stuck in the middle. 


Reservoir Dogs 
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GO HOME WITH KINKY BOOTS, CURIOUS GEORGE OR THE NOTORIOUS BETTIE PAGE | BY MARNI WEISZ 


SEPTEMBER 5 
KINKY BOOTS 


Stars: Chiwetel Ejiofor, 
Joel Edgerton 

Director: Julian Jarrold 
(Some Kind of Life) 

Story: When his dad dies, 
Charlie Price (Edgerton) 
inherits the family shoe 
factory...and all of its debt. Turns out the 
company was about to go under, and if 
Charlie’s going to save it — and dozens of 
jobs in his small English town — he'll 
need the help of a complicated drag queen 
(Ejiofor) who has a talent for designing 
thigh boots for men. DVD Extras: deleted 
scenes, “The Real Kinky Boot Factory,” 
“Journey of a Brogue,” commentary tracks 


UNITED 93 

Stars: Christian Clemenson, Trish Gates 
Director: Paul Greengrass 

(The Bourne Supremacy) 

Story: What could have been an exploitive 
and tasteless film about the plane that 
crashed into a Pennsylvania field on 
September 11, 2001, turned out to be 
anything but. In part, that’s because director 
Greengrass had the full co-operation and 
approval of most of the victims’ families in 
retelling those events in this real-time 
drama. DVD Extras: 50-minute documentary 


THE ROCKET 

Stars: Roy Dupuis, Remy Girard 

Director: Charles Binamé 

Story: Dupuis plays Maurice “The Rocket” 
Richard for the third time in his career for 
this bio-pic that traces Quebec’s most 
famous hockey player through on- and 
off-the-ice trials. 


SEPTEMBER 12 
GOAL! THE DREAM BEGINS 


Stars: Kuno Becker, Alessandro Nivola 
Director: Danny Cannon (Judge Dredd) 
Story: Santiago, a Mexican kid living 


illegally in a poor part of Los Angeles, has 
his dream come true when he earns a 
tryout with famous British soccer team, 
Newcastle United. But when Santiago’s 
unsupportive dad steals his meager 
savings to buy a truck, his faithful 
grandmother has to fork over her life 
savings for the plane fare. DVD Extras: 
“The Beautiful Game,” “Behind the 
Pitch,” commentary track 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 

Stars: Josh Hartnett, Ben Kingsley 

Director: Paul McGuigan (Wicker Park) 
Story: A case of mistaken identity lands a 
nice guy named Slevin (Hartnett) in the 
middle of a mob feud. When Slevin is 
confused for his seriously in-debt friend 
Nick, he’s offered a deal by a gangster 
known as The Boss (Morgan Freeman) — 
kill a rival crime boss’s son and the debt 
will be forgotten. DVD Extras: deleted 
scenes, alternate ending, commentaries 


- THE WILD 

Voices: Kiefer Sutherland, 
| William Shatner 

Director: Steve Williams 
(debut) 

Story: A lion cub who 
lives at the New York Zoo 
accidentally gets himself 
boxed up in a shipping crate and sent to 
Africa. So it’s up to his dad (Sutherland), 
and a gaggle of other zoo inhabitants, to find 
him and bring him back before the harsh 
laws of the jungle spell the end for our 
pampered kitten. DVD Extras: deleted 
scenes, voice-over blunders and 

blooper reel 


THE LOST CITY 

Stars: Andy Garcia, Dustin Hoffman 

Director: Andy Garcia (Cachao...Like His 
Rhythm There is No Other) 

Story: In the early days of Fidel Castro’s 
reign, anightclub owner (Garcia) gets into 
the casino business with the help of 
American gangster Meyer Lansky 
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(Hoffman). The screenplay was written by 
Cuban writer and film critic Guillermo 
Cabrera Infante, who died last year. 
Although Garcia has directed a few things 
for TV and the 1993 musical documentary 
Cachao... this is his first attempt at a 
dramatic feature. 


SEPTEMBER 19 


HARD CANDY 

Stars: Ellen Page, Patrick Wilson 

Director: David Slade (Do Geese See God?) 
Story: A 14-year-old girl (Page) turns the 
tables on a man she suspects Is a 
pedophile by fostering a relationship with 
him online and then drugging him when 
they get the chance to meet in person. 
What follows Is a session of mostly 
psychological abuse, with the girl — for 
once — in charge. 


STAY ALIVE 

Stars: Frankie Muniz, 
Samaire Armstrong 
Director: William Brent 
Bell (Sparkle and Charm) 
Story: A group of teens 
realize an online game 
involving a 1 /7th-century 
noblewoman known as The Blood Countess 
has the power to kill them in the real 
world. DVD Extras: visual effects reel, writer 
and director commentaries 


STICK IT 

Stars: Missy Peregrym, Jeff Bridges 
Director: Jessica Bendinger (debut) 

Story: After walking away from her 
gymnastics team right before a crucial 
competition, Haley spends her days 
hanging out with a bunch of boys who 
prefer bikes and skateboards to mats and 
bars. But after she accidentally rides her 
bike through an expensive window a judge 
orders her to return to her old team, all of 
whom now hate her. DVD Extras: bloopers, 
deleted scenes, music videos, featurette 
about stunt-double gymnasts »» 


STAY ALIVE 


“offer available up to 60 days after release date, with proof of current retail price. Offer is limited to retailers within local market only. 


DELETED SCENES ALSO ON DVD! 


TRICKED OUT TO DRIFT a 
Find out how filmmakers customized over 230 cars for stunts, oe : 
crashes and pure adrenaline! 


THE JAPANESE WAY 
Go on location with the cast and crew to high-intensity Tokyo. 


FEATURE COMMENTARY WITH DIRECTOR JUSTIN LIN 
AND MORE! 


AVAILABLE AT 


WAL*MART 
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MONSTER 


Gojira 


CURIOUS GEORGE 


eam Voices: 


Director: 


Story: Based on the 
popular children’s books, George, a little 
monkey living in Africa, hitches a ride to 
New York City with a kindly man in yellow 
hat (Ferrell). Once there, George gets Into 
all sorts of trouble, and joins in as the man 
in the yellow hat tries to keep a museum 
from closing down. In stark opposition to 
the spate of pop culture-savvy family films 
of late, this one really is meant for kids 
and kids alone. 


Frankenstein 


THE LAKE HOUSE 

Stars: 

Director: 

Story: A man (Reeves) moves into a stark 
glass house built above a lake by his 
architect father (Christopher Plummer) 
only to discover a note that was recently 
left there by its previous owner (Bullock). 
But that makes no sense, since the house 
has been vacant for a long time. Then they 
realize that she Is writing from two years In 
the future. Then it gets really weird. 


THE NOTORIOUS BETTIE PAGE 
Stars: 

Director: 

Story: Blond, skinny Gretchen Mol does her 
best to capture the essence of Page, a 
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Dracula 


BORIS KARLOFF 4 


| Frank cEnSTEM 


AN versary /) EDATH 
᾿ 


robust, playful brunette and one of the 
most enigmatic models of all-time. Famous 
for bondage shots awash in leather and 
whips, In real life Page was an innocent, 
natural soul who simply didn’t see anything 
wrong with being kinky. This bio-pic runs 
through the key moments in Page’s early 
life, including the Senate hearings that 
were spurred by her photographs. 


SEE NO EVIL 

Stars: 

Director: 

Story: WWE wrestler Kane stars as a 
psychopath who resides at a vacant hotel. 
When a group of delinquent teens is 
ordered to clean said hotel it means 
playtime for our monster. 
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Join us 
in helping 
to create a 
future without 
breast cancer. 


This October when 
you see a movie at any 
Cineplex Odeon, Famous Players 
or Galaxy Cinemas, a portion of your 
admission ticket will benefit the 
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation. 


Visit cineplex.com for details on the many other waysiyou can show your support. 
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HOROSCOPE | BY DAN LIEBMAN 


August 23-September 22 

Enjoy the opportunity to mentor someone 
early in the month. After the 15th, you 
become increasingly competitive. It’s a good 
time to develop artistic talents. Schedule 
time for financial planning, and find some 
private moments for quiet reflection. 


September 23-October 22 

The month ts full of opportunities for 
professional growth. Someone you deeply 
respect is impressed by your ideas. A 
friendship you made over the summer takes 
on a new dimension. Devote more time to 
health and fitness, and explore outdoorsy 
activities. 


October 23-November 21 

You're more in touch with your inner self as 
you continue to simplify your life. By the 
20th, you find someone who shares an 
interest. Don’t compete with those who 
exaggerate achievements. Keep on doing 
what you do well. 


November 22-December 22 
Changes taking place can benefit your work 
Situation, but remember, you’re being 
observed. An unexpected present arrives 
now, and instead of ribbons there are 
strings attached. Financial transactions 
require special attention throughout 

the month. 


December 23-January 20 
People seem insensitive and critical until 
the 11th — then they suddenly become 
Supportive. You tend to be distracted 
around the 19th and can easily misplace 
things or forget appointments. After the 
22nd, you enter into a private, and 
rewarding, agreement. 


January 21-February 19 
Take your head out of the sand and deal 
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with some of the difficult issues you’ve 
been avoiding. It’s a month of surprises as 
you discover a skill or talent you never knew 
you possessed. Late September finds you 

in a position of power. Use it very 

carefully. 


February 20-March 20 

Avoid complicating romantic or other 
Situations. In your quiet way you make a 
contribution to an important cause. Seek 
out recreational interests — dancing, 
perhaps — that have a health-related 
angle. There’s more fun in your life thanks 
to a lively friend. 


March 21-April 20 

You’re torn between feuding friends. The 
best idea is to take a neutral stance — at 
least until you digest the situation. 
September is an excellent time to develop 
entrepreneurial skills. An overdue apology 
or note of thanks arrives by the 30th. 


April 21-May 22 

It’s easier now to express private feelings. 
At the same time, Someone you care about 
is opening up to you. Don’t shrug off 
appointments, especially ones involving 
health, and take deadlines very seriously. 
A secret is revealed after the 22nd. 


May 23-June 21 

You find it easier now to deal with 
possessive or manipulative individuals, 
and you excel in leadership activities. 
September is a good month to follow up on 
business ideas. 


June 22-July 22 

You’re more independent and outspoken. 
This is a good month to address a difficult 
issue — perhaps a friendship that isn’t 
reciprocated — provided you’re not 
confrontational. Joint financial 
arrangements have definite benefits. 


July 23-August 22 

You don’t have to follow the rules so 
closely. There’s more flexibility in your life 
and, not surprisingly, more fun. A movie 
you see can influence you deeply. Late in 
the month you seem to be surrounded by 
know-it-all types. 
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